VENEZUELA
VENEZUELA is the land of Bolivar and of the most pic-
turesque of all candillos, the one who has been likened to
a Tartar prince, the celebrated Paez who, when he came
to power, had not yet learned to eat his food with a fork.
In Venezuela, the clergy play a less important part than
in Colombia. On the other hand, people there feel very
strongly about equality, and a Caesar risen from the
ranks would be sure to be the hero of the masses.
The astounding thing was that Paez, though a leader
of hordes of undisciplined desperadoes^ showed himself
to be a statesman of no common order, a man of the same
kidney, to choose an example from days long past, as
Robert Guiscard in Southern Italy. Out of the appalling
chaos produced by the civil war, Paez strove, from the
day he was elected President in 1831, to bring forth a
nation. Re-elected, or called back to power, time after
time, this rude faction fighter who, with his llaneros had
stirred up a whole people to fight for freedom and then
put all his energies into the separatist movement which
sundered Venezuela from Colombia, turned his country
into the most civilized of the South American States.
He promptly routed the remaining supporters of Colom-
bian unity and forthwith addressed himself to the task
of re-organizing the country's finances. Side by side with
him, an active and ambitious Minister of the Interior,
one Rojas, supported him with sound advice. Unfortu-
nately the quarrels stirred up by his adversaries, and
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